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MUSEUM RECEIVES ART RESTORATION GRANTS
MISSOULA The Montana Museum of Art and Culture at The University of Montana has received two
grants to preserve, to restore and repair many of the more than 9,000 works in its Permanent
Collection.
A $200,000 award was granted through the Chutney Foundation. The museum also
received an additional $20,000 from Grizzly Riders International, a philanthropic organization
that uses national and international contacts to support UM.
The funds will be used to clean and restore more than 140 o f the museum’s most
important and highly valued artworks and to preserve works in the Permanent Collection such as
a Spanish altar panel by the Master of St. Gregory, circa 1490. The grants also will support costs
associated with archival materials, display systems and shipping, as well as ongoing efforts to
fully catalogue the sizeable collection.
“We are thrilled at this highly significant support by the Chutney Foundation and Grizzly
Riders International,” said Barbara Koostra, director of the museum. “Their generous gifts enable
us to reach a new level of preserving historical and contemporary treasures within the Permanent
Collection, making available many works never before seen by the public.”
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Grizzly Riders International was formed in 1966 as a fellowship that benefits a variety of
UM programs through endowments, scholarships and a memorial fund for past Riders.
The museum’s Permanent Collection, in existence since 1894 and located on the UM
campus in Missoula, is one of the state’s oldest and most prominent cultural reserves. The
Permanent Collection denotes the commitment o f important artists and benefactors who have
entrusted their collections to the University.
Among the works in the Permanent Collection are such treasures as the Edgar Paxson
Collection of Paintings and Memorabilia, the Fra Dana Collection of American Impressionism,
the Henry Meloy Collection and Archive, and the Rudy Autio Ceramic Collection.
Additional museum holdings include historical works by Frederick Remington, Ralph
DeCamp, Julius Seyler, John Fery, William Merritt Chase, Joseph Henry Sharp, Alfred Maurer
and other notable artists. An emphasis on Montana art, including Native American work, as well
as a collection of Asian art and artifacts, rounds out the collection.
The Montana Museum o f Art and Culture’s mission is to actively engage the UM
community and a diverse public in the appreciation of arts and culture through collections
stewardship, exhibits and programs that educate and enrich. The museum’s Paxson and Meloy
galleries are located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Building at UM.
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 4 to 8:30 p.m. There is no charge for admission, and free parking now is available
near the northwest comer of the PAR/TV Building.
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The traveling exhibition “Frances Senska: A Life in Art” is on view at the museum until
Feb. 25.
For more information, call the Montana Museum of Art and Culture, (406) 243-2019, or
go online to http://www.umt.edu/partv/famus.
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